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Into the Father’'s Hands

“l am the true vine, and My Father is the gardener”
--John 15:1

Let me
share an old
German legend
with you.

It begins
with a farming
community that
had been hit,
year after year, by drought and disaster. Rather
than undergo this harsh pruning, for which they
could see no possible good, the village people
came together and had a frank talk with God.
They said, “Lord, our crops have been scanty
and skimpy and small. If you have no major
objections, and we hope you don't, we'd like to
run the show,”

Now as the legend goes, God who knows
best and is always caring, usually doesn't give
into those kinds of requests. But this time, for
reasons of His own, He said, “Okay, I'll let you
take control...for a year.” And that's what
happened. If the villagers wanted rain, they got
rain. If they wanted sun, they got sun. That
year their crops grew bigger and thicker than
they had ever grown before. But there was no
harvest that year. None at all.

Once again the people complained. And
God said, “You got what you asked for. But you
didn't ask for what you needed. My children,
along with the sun and the rain, you also needed
the hard winds that come out of the north.
Without those winds, the plants do not pollinate
and you get no crop.”

Imagine, if you will, you were speaking to
God like that German village. What would you
ask the Lord to remove from your life? Would
you ask Him to remove a particular grief or
sadness, a chronic pain, or difficult struggle?
Does it seem at times that there is no real
purpose to your problems other than to cause
some sort of unexplainable annoyance or
unanswered pain?

Let me encourage you to reflect upon two
things: First, learn from this German village.
Although we may think we know what is best for
us, our vision into the future is extremely limited.
We simply are not able to see how all things can
work together for good to those who are called
to the Lord’s purpose.

Second, learn from the Savior. As He knelt
in the Garden of Gethsemane, as He carried our
sins, as He looked to the cross, Jesus asked if it
were possible for His cup of suffering to be
taken away. Jesus had no great desire to go
through the intense agony that awaited Him.
Never-the-less, He was willing to place His life
into the Father’'s hands. That is what we, who
have been saved, need to do—ask the Father to
use our lives according to His will, for the
greater good.

Peace be with you, as we enter the season
of Lent together this month.

--Pastor Lindner
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Prepare

for Worship
February

3 February: The Festival of the Transfiguration,
Divine Service | with HC
Texts: Exodus 24: 8-18; Il Peter 1: 16-21;
Matthew 17: 1-9
Sermon: “The Ecstasy and the Agony”
Sermon Hymn: “O Wondrous Tye, O Vision
Fair,” LSB 413
The choir sings an anthem, “God, Who Made
the Earth and Heaven,” based on the
favourite Welsh tune. A brass ensemble
joins in the music.

10 February: The First Sunday in Lent,
Divine Service I
Texts: Genesis 3: 1-21; Romans 5: 12-19;
Matthew 4: 1-11
Sermon Hymn: “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s
Fall,” LSB 562
The Jubilate Children’s Choir sings an
anthem entitled “O Bread of Life From
Heaven,” based on the gospel reading.

17 February: The Second Sunday in Lent,
Divine Service Il with HC
Texts: Genesis 12: 1-9; Romans 4: 1-8, 13-17;
John 3: 1-17
Sermon Hymn: “Sing Praise to the God of
Israel,” LSB 936
The choir sings Gordon Young’s anthem,
“Immortal Love, Forever Full,” based on John
3:16.

24 February: The Third Sunday in Lent,
Divine Service IV
Texts: Exodus 17: 1-7; Romans 5: 1-8;
John 4: 5-26
Sermon Hymn: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus
Say,” LSB 699
The youth choir sings in worship, including an
anthem based on William Blake’s hymn,
“Little Lamb, Who Made Thee.”

The Fine Arts/Concert Series
Presents

Classical Guitarist Stacy Arnold

Lord of Life Lutheran Church’'s Fine Arts/Concert
Series presents acclaimed classical guitarist Stacey
Arnold in concert on Saturday, 16 February at 7pm.

Mr Arnold serves as Professor of Guitar at
Southwestern Assemblies of God University, Navarro
College, Hill College, and previously North Central
Texas College. He is also an alumni guitar instructor
in the community education program in connection
with Meadows School of the Arts at SMU.

Recent performances include the West Fest
music festival, N. Central Texas College, Waxahachie
public library performance series, St.Joseph’s
Catholic church, Evangel University Artist Series, Hill
College Performing Artist Series and Robson Ranch
Concert Series. Mr. Arnold’s concerts showcase the
guitar’'s heritage from Renaissance Spain through the
20" century with emphasis on Latin American music.

This concert is free and open to all, although a
freewill offering in support of the series will be
collected.

Choir Members Needed

Due to the wunfortunate and lamentable
circumstance of Spring Break being assigned to Holy
Week, many of our choir members and musicians will
be out of town. We are actively looking for people
who can make a short-term commitment to choir
during this time in order to supplement our numbers.
Ideally, we'’d need you for as many Wednesday
rehearsals prior to Holy Week as possible, but we can
negotiate—if you are willing to sing | will work out
something with you! You do not have to be a great
singer (although please be able to hold a pitch), but
just willing to serve during this time of great and
woeful need.

--Benjamin Kolodziej (bkolodziej@lol-plano.orq)

Organ Update

The 16’ and 8 Oboe has returned to us rebuilt
and is now in the swell box where the trumpet stop
had been. The trumpet stop from the Trinity organ is
now on its permanent place on the south side. We
are now waiting for the 16 reed in the pedal
(trombone) to be revoiced so that it has much more
power. (They have to be sent off to North Carolina to
have this done.) Hopefully this will happen by Easter.
The chimes will be added sometime in the next few
weeks—they will be played the first Sunday they are
operational! Parts of the console still need to be
cleaned (to remove years of dirt buildup) and tung-
oiled. All the woodworkers out there are welcome to
give advice (and then help!)

Look for an article about the story of our organ to
appear in the March Lutheran Witness in the “Texas
Messenger” section.
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LOL Seniors Plan
Excursion

Our senior members have been invited to join
the Preston Meadow Lutheran Church OWLS (Older,
Wiser Lutherans) for a one day trip to the Kimbell Art
Museum in Ft. Worth on Feb. 23 to tour the
spectacular ‘Picturing the Bible: the earliest Christian
Art’ exhibit. This exhibit, which is exclusive to the
Kimbell, includes major loans from the Vatican,
Louvre, British Museum, Metropolitan Museum of Art
and the Bargell in
Florence. A rare and
extraordinary display of
third to sixth century
Christian art, the exhibit
tells the story of how
earliest Christians first

gave visual expression Art Museum Trlp

to their religious beliefs.

1D-

Cost for the day-trip is $49 per person which includes
round trip motor coach transportation, entrance fee to
the museum (including audio sets) and a hearty lunch
in a private room at Lucile’s, a bistro near the
museum (your choice of Wood Roasted Chicken,
Italian Sausage Rigatoni, Chicken Salad or Lucile’s
Panini with drink, gratuity & tax). The bus excursion
will leave the Preston Meadow parking lot at 10:00
AM and return around 5 to 5:30 PM.

Seating on the bus is limited, so we are asking that
you sign up (in the Narthex) and then make your
check payable to Preston Meadow Lutheran Church
with the notation ‘OWLSs’ by February 10™ in order to
make payment deadlines. There are no cancellations
after February 10" unless you are able to find a
substitute. For more information call Dave Peters or
our church office

ESL UPDATE

English Second Language (ESL) classes started the
second session following a Christmas break. Our
Christmas Party was a successful pot-luck dinner with
delicious foods prepared by the ESL students.
Special recognitions were given to the students, the
tutors and the staff. Afterwards, the Christmas gifts
from the Angel Tree for the children were given.
Thanks to all who participated in providing the gifts to
the children of the students. THANKS AGAIN.

Classes resumed January 14 with 13 new students
and the return of previous students. Tutor help is
needed to continue the teaching in the ESL
program . If you can speak English, you are eligible to
be a tutor of our neighbors and show our Christian
love. This is once a week on Monday evenings from
7:00 to 8:30 through May19th. Helping the children is
also a ministry which can use your love. Contact
Francis or Evelyn Buckmeier at 972-235-2117 or the
Church Office.

Lenten Services for 2008
“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”

Lent is a multidimensional season of the Church
Year, shaped by the preaching of our Lord’s Passion,
reflection upon our own sins, the on-going teaching of
why Christ came into our world, and the anticipation
of Easter.

This year our Lenten theme will be based upon the
hymn “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” in our Lutheran
Service Book.

Ash
Wednesday
seems SO soon
after  Christmas,
and indeed it is.
The earliest Easter
can be celebrated
is March 22 in any
calendar yeatr.
This year, 2008,
Easter falls on
March 23", hence
the early arrival of
Lenten season.
Once again we s
encourage you to 5 _
take time during l—f_@mb B d. :
our mid-week L E"ﬁn HD]}
services beginning
with Ash Wednesday on February 6" at 7:00 P.M.
You'll find the themes of our Mid-Week Lenten series
listed below:

Wednesday, Feb. 6 @ 7:00 P.M.
Ash Wednesday
Imposition of Ashes with Holy Communion
“The Pure and Holy Lamb of God”
(I Peter 1:18-19)

Wednesday, Feb. 13 @ 7:00 P.M. Mid-Week I
“The Crucified Lamb of God”
(I Corinthians 1:21-25)

Wednesday, Feb. 20 @ 7:00 P.M. Mid-Week Il
“The Patient Lamb of God”
(I Peter 2:21-24)

Wednesday, Feb. 27 @ 7:00 P.M. Mid-Week IV
“The Lowly Lamb of God”
(Philippians 2:5-11)
Wednesday, March 5 @ 7:00 P.M. Mid-Week V
“The Lamb of God Who Bears Our Sins Away”
(Genesis 22:7-8, 13-14, John 1:29)
Wednesday, March 12 @ 7:00 P.M. Mid-Week

VI
“The Lamb of God Who Suffered Scorn”
(Psalm 22:6-8)

May God be with you and grant you peace in your
Lenten Journey.
--Pastor
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“Tears Behind the Veil”
by Kimberly Idrees

Since joining Pastor
Karim and POBLO-
Texas last November,
the Lord continues to
take me from one
mountaintop to the
next. | am still in awe
of all the marvelous
blessings and
opportunities He gives
me each day to
minister to the Muslim
women in our area.
Many times, I'm asked “How do you meet all these
Muslim women?” Humbled and amazed by God’s
love and mercy, | can only confess it's really the
Lord opening all the doors for me. The only thing |
can advise is to pray and ask the Holy Spirit to
lead the way. “And pray for us, too, that God
may open a door for our message, so that we
may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which |

am in chains. * Pray that | may proclaim it
clearly, as | should.” Colossians 4:3-4

| want to tell you about my dear friend, Safiyya*, a
younger Lebanese Muslim woman | met through
her mother, Halima*. Halima attends ESL classes
at Lord of Life in Plano, Texas. After handing out
flyers advertising the ESL program at various
Arabic restaurants, Muslims are now attending
ESL classes at LOL for the first time, ever.

Now 29, Safiyya married at age 16 and is the
mother of five young children. She covers in
proper hijab, but is trendy enough to match the
color of her head dress with her shoes. She
uncovers, however, when we're home and the
men are gone. She is overwhelmed with the
responsibilities of her own young family and
tending to her husband’s family (12 adult siblings
with families of their own), which play a very active
role in their lives. She tries very hard to be a good
wife and mother, but | can tell she is often
stretched thin. Safiyya often reminds me of a
good Martha. (Luke 10:40-41)

Safiyya graciously invited me to celebrate both Eid
(an important Muslim holiday surrounding the
annual pilgrimage to Mecca) and New Year’'s Eve
with her and her husband’s huge family, including
those visiting from Michigan and Lebanon. By
God'’s grace, they have really opened their home
and lives to me.

She's currently trying to get into a nearby
Cosmetology School She has been credited
with over 1,100 hours from her previous school, so
she needs about 500 hours from this school. It
shouldn't take her more than about 6 months to
finish once she begins. I'm really praying she can
get this going; it would do wonders for her self-
esteem.

| thought about how ironic it is she is pursuing

this sort of a career . In her home, Safiyya has all
kinds of accessories and hairpieces for creating
beautiful hairstyles. Sadly, as a Muslim woman,
she would have to live vicariously through the
women she'd be styling hair for, or save her God-
given talent for when she's home alone without
any men around.

The first time | came to her house, she had spent
the morning fixing up her hair, but then her
brother-in-law showed up unexpectedly and she
had to quickly slide on her hijab (head scarf
covering), thus flattening out her hairstyle. She
told me she was so disappointed because she
wanted to look especially nice that morning when |
came to see her. So, whenever | visit her, | make
sure to compliment the lovely way she has color-
matched her hijab accessories to match her outfit
or her shoes. She really is very artistic and | know,
all to well, what it's like trying to suppress all that
creative talent in order to fit into everyone else's
expectations.

Once, | saw her fresh out of the shower, wearing a
comfortable crushed velvet jogging suit, without
any makeup, with her wavy dark auburn hair
cascading around her shoulders naturally. She's
really quite beautiful and yet, sad, all at the
same time --wearing apolite smile to
stifle the unacknowledged cries of desperation she
chokes back every day. Trying to hide her pain,
she tries not to complain; but her drifting sideways
glances to the floor reveal what her lips will not
say. For any little tidbit she does reveal, |
know there is so much more she holds
back. As her eyes often betray her, it is in her
silence that she most breaks my heart....like
the bird in the gilded cage. (Psalm 129:2)

Please pray | can use these opportunities to share
the Good News of the One who hears her silent
cries (Psalm 10:17), dries her tears, hold her
close, comforts her hurts (Psalm 119:50), binds up
her wounds (Psalm 147:3), heals her heart, and
makes her a beautiful new creation in Christ Jesus
(2 Cor 5:17).
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LOL CARE GROUPS

BRANCHES AND SPROUTS CARE GROUP EMPTY NESTERS CARE GROUP
For info contact Earl and For info contact Tony and Nevelle Vess at (972) 931-
Karen Lund at (972) 608-0602 w‘ 5748
Meet on a Saturday evening Meet the 3" Saturday of each month for Bible study

for Bible study and potluck i
ol ///( and fellowship
Parents are welcome to bring GOOD NEWS CARE GROUP
their children with them. For info contact Chris Oltmann at (9720727-6330 or
CAREERS IN CHRIST CARE C H RISTIANS Fred Krueger (214) 473-9004
GROUP Cartug for each other Meet the 2" Saturday of each month at 6:30 pm for
For info contact Heidi Pittson at (214) 227-2532, Bible study

Bethany Konz at (214) 783-3035 or Carrie Sanford
(972) 447-9358
Meet Sunday, February 17, at 6:30 in Room 107

MIXED BLESSINGS CARE GROUP
For info contact Fred and Ruth Bernhardt at (972)

398-0771
CARPENTER'S CREW CARE GROUP Meet February 9 at 6:30 pm at the Bernhardt's for
For info contact Jody and Debbie Ennen at (972) 712- Bible study and fellowship
2989

Meet the 1% Saturday evening of each month for Bible E D .
oo SEMPECEMSB

Meet the 3" Sunday of each month for a meal

Question: Do you ever ask yourself why is America called the melting pot of all nations?

Answer: "From one man He (God) made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth;
and He determined the times set for them and the ex

act
places where they should live. Acts 17:26 WITHE&S TO OTHEQ‘}
Question: Why did God do this?

Answer: "God did this so that men would seek Him and \\“@///

perhaps reach out for Him and find Him __, though He is not far #
from each one of us. 'For in Him we live and move and have our s

being." As some of your own poets have said, 'We are His
offspring.' Acts 17:27-28

You are invited to come discover your role in God's plan of
salvation for his people from every tongue, tribe and nation. Join
us at Lord of Life on Saturday, February 16, from 9:30 am —

12:00 pm, as Paul Krentz, the Mission and Ministry Facilitator for
the Texas District, LCMS, sheds new light on the Great

Commission

" . . . . S| " v \-J)
Following Jesus -- Missional Leadership for the 21 ' Century (

N B e
-- How can we help our church thrive and not jus  t survive by /\.__':/\ U
being a truly missional community of believers. Th is
workshop will help us think clearly what the missio n of Jesus is for our church including how

we might be involved in planting new churches.

Pastor Karim will be preaching in both serwces and Paul Krentz will be teaching the 9:30 am Bible
Study the following Sunday, February 17", on “Personal Witnessing”. Kimberly Idrees will also be
commissioned as a missionary to Muslim women for POBLO-Texas at the 10:45 service.
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Please join us and invite your neighbor or your friend.

4
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Bette Martin

Cheryl Scaglione
Sal Cruz, Dee Peters

O~NOOP~WER

Marty Buckmeier
11 Wayne Massie

11 Paula Prestemon, April Schutz

12 Cleo Burlingame

12 Al and Linda McVicker (26)

13 Stephen Belcher

14 Tom Karen Ashburn (43)

14 Lynn and Pam Hinkel (39)

14 Bob and Linda Patzer (38)

19 Charles Hacker, Jonathan Stevens

19 Anna Mae Krueger
20 Reuben Martin

21 Corrine Nelson

22 Patricia Sanderford
23 Sarah Loewecke
25 Alicia Abel

26 Michael Hawkins
27 Bailey Lund

28 Julie Baker, Kate Lutek, Susan Pittson

John Clark, Dean Kasper

Tom Womack, Mark Prestemon
Dorothy Meyer, Martha Spencer

Samson and Jonah

Thrivent Builds with Habitat
Collin County Spring 2008 Build

It's that time of year to be thinking about another
Thrivent Build with Habitat.  This past Summer/Fall
we participated in the Wylie Build, and many LOL
members had a chance to get out and donate their
time and hard work to the project. WeII you will get
another chance beginning March 15" 2008. The new
build will take place in Plano, just east of central
expressway, behind the home Depot.

What we would like to do this year is begin W|th
the tradmonal stud signing Sunday, February 3 &
February 10™. We have declared May 10" Lord of
Life Workday! You are more than welcome to work
throughout the project, but we thought it would be fun
to declare 1 day and have as many teens and adults
come out for painting, trim work and anything else we
need done. We would begin the day around 7:45 am
with sign-in, then at 8:00 am — 8:15 am there will be
devotions, and then the build can begin at 8:15 am.
The weather should be great and it should allow us to
work until at least 3:00 pm or longer. If this sounds
like something you want to be a part of, look for the
announcements in the bulletin asking for sign-ups in
the Narthex. There will be a build schedule posted,
Release forms for you to fill out and bring with you to
the site, and a map with directions to the build site. If
you have any questions, please contact Joe Werner
972-867-5588 for more information. | will be serving
as the main contact for our church. Mark the date
now and come on out to help make a difference in the
life of this family. --Joe Werner

Lauren Howe
Kyle Roper,
Trent Roper

To our family at Lord of Life,
We deeply appreciate all of the
flowers, cards and the financial
support that we've received
from you during this terribly
difficult time.

Duffy, Cindy,

Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend

A Weekend Of Discovery...

. A Life Time Of Love!
April 4-6, 2008

Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends are for
husbands & wives who are in love and want to make
that love even stronger. The weekend is an
opportunity for husbands & wives to get away from
the every day hassles and focus on their lives
together.
The next Weekend begins on Friday, April 6", at 7:30
pm and ends on Sunday evening about 5:00 pm. The
application fee is $45. For more info, contact Herb or

Betty Doller (HerbDoller@sbcglobal.net), 972-780-
0920. More info at: http://www.LME-dfw.org.

Lutheran School Principal
Opportunity
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Faith Lutheran School and Pre-School in Huntsville is

accepting applications for the position of principal to

begin in the summer of 2008. For details, go to
www.flsonline.org/employment.htm.

Serving in Worship in February

February 3, 2008 February 10, 2008 February 17, 2008 February 24, 2008
8:00 a.m. 10:45 8:00 a.m. 10:45 800 1 1045am. | 800am. | 10:45am.
a.m. a.m. a.m.
Elder Hawkins Hite Lutek Peters
Common Cup Peters Hite
Altar Service Kay Oltmann and Sandra Paradise
Acolyte | Beckemeier | C Werner Paradise C Werner | E Wilde C Peters B Lund N Belcher
. . S
Crucifer | Buckmeier Sanderford B Lund M Peters
Greeters Ehrett Womack | Burlingame | McVicker Vess Manning Martin Sevin
Readers | A Werner P Greer S Paradise | C Moudy Linjner J Lindner J Ehrett C Hill
Children's
Message J Werner J Werner K Lund S Peters
. . Brian . . Brandon
Sound Tech B Werner D Hite T Lutek R Pittson Wolf P Hite D Frinsko Wolf
Schrank Abel Frinsko Carper S Ehrett Berger J Ehrett Bucll\r/lneier
Ushers Lutek Cruz Paradise Kowalke Klausing Hoglan Liefer Kuebler
Brown Noe Patzer McVicker Nance Oltmann B. Werner
Loewecke
Musicians Adult Choir Children's Choir Adult Choir Youth Choir
Midweek Lenten Services
February 6 February 13 February 20 February 27
Elder Womack/Lutek Hawkins Womack Peters
Sound Tech | Brian Wolf Sound Tech
Acolyte Belcher
Crucifer Tabor
Ushers Klausing, Oltmann Cruz | | Schrank | | McVicker |

FINANCIAL REPORT - January - December 2007
ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE

RECEIPTS

Regular Offerings
Other
TOTAL RECEIPTS

TOTAL EXPENSES
RECEIPTS OVER EXPENSES

OTHER INFORMATION
1. General Operating Fund Balance
2. Dedicated Funds Balance

$594,052 570,577 23,475
1,194 2,040 (846)

$595,246 $572,617  $22,629

$592,005 $581,489  $10,516
$3,241 ($8,872)  $12,113

$70,621

$142,661
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3. Building Note Balance $288,460
4. Education Bldg. Note Balance $290,618
5. Phase lIl Note Balance $507,835
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
9:00 am 7:00 am Men’s
Comfort Breakfast & Bible
Makers Study — St. Paul
@ 4 5 Ash Wednesday 7 8 9
£ 3 Sed
Y6
10:45 Recep. of 6:00 pm 7:00pm LWML | 7:00 pm Ash ;ggfg[n FRFFat 6:00 pm Good
%‘ﬂﬂ; gﬂg:[:gz Handbells Wednesday Service | 7:00 pm - Properties News Care Group
4:00 pm Youth 7:00 pm ESL w/ Holy Communion | 7:00 pm Stephen 6:30 Mixed
Super Bowl Party Classes 8:00 pm Choir Ministry Supervisory Blessing
Rehearsal 7:00 pm-Endowment
10 11 12 13 | Valentine’s Day 14 15 16
6:00 pm 7:00 pm Board of | 7:00 pm Mid Week | 7:00 pm FFFF at 9:00 am 9:30 am
Handbells Elders Lent I Falafel Comfort Personal Witness
7:00 pm ESL 8:00 pm Adult Choir Makers Workshop
Classes 7:00 Classical
Guitar Concert
o 18 20 20 21 22 23
<17
LOL Blood Drive 6:00 pm 7:00 Bd. Of 7:00 pm Mid Week 7:00 pm Admin 10:00 am Srs. To
4:30 pm . Handbells Outreach Lent Il Council Kimbell Art
Children’s Choir 7:00pm ESL 8:00 pm Adult Choir | 7:00 pm FFFF at Museum
5:30 pm Youth Classes Falafel
Choir
6:30 Careers in
Christ
24 25 26 27 28 29
Blood Press. 6:00 pm 9:30 am Braille 7:00 pm Mid Week 7:00 Braille 9:00 am
Screening Handbells Ministry @ Lent V Ministry @ Comfort
4:30 pm Children’s | 7:00 pm ESL Messiah 8:00 pm Adult Choir Messiah Makers
Choir Classes 7:00 pm Pastor
Karim’s FFFF at
the Fusion
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& TO DUST
YOU SHATL

RETURN

~ Genesis 3:19

Lord of Life Lutheran Church
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Plano, TX 75075
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