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A Dark Beginning  
“When Herod Realized…” 

 
 

During World War I, a 
new day was dawning 
on a battlefield in 
northern France.  The 
sun was burning 
through the fog that had 

been so thick no one had been able to see 
more than a few yards beyond their own 
trenches.  In the night, the Germans had 
drawn back their lines and the French had 
gone forward.  Between the trenches a 
lovely farmhouse was still standing. 
As the sun rose, heavy cannons began to 
boom.  Suddenly the artillery ceased and 
there fell a strange, dead silence.  Midway 
between the trenches near the shattered 
farmhouse, there was…no…it must be 
impossible!  But it was not, for there in the 
green meadow, crawling on his hands and 
knees, was a baby, happy and contented.  
His laugh was heard as he played.  Not a 
shot rang out from either side.  This spot 
which had been an inferno of shot and shell, 
was now a peaceful island. 
Suddenly a soldier jumped out of a trench 
and ran to where the child was crawling.  He 
tenderly lifted him up and carried him back 
to shelter.  Along both lines rang out a 
mighty cheer from the trenches.  That little 
babe had brought peace to that battlefield, 

just as nearly 2,000 years ago, the 
Bethlehem Baby, Jesus Christ, true man 
and true God, brought peace for humankind. 
Of course there are significant differences 
between these two infants.  Jesus was not 
born for the purpose of bringing about an 
earthly absence of war.  A world without 
hatred and violence will have to wait until we 
join Him in paradise.  No, Jesus came into 
this sinful world so there might be peace for 
sinful souls. 
As Jesus lived His life for us…as He 
substituted Himself for us; as He died and 
rose for us…He became the bridge between 
humanity and His heavenly Father.  Where 
there was darkness, Jesus brought light.  
Where there was sadness, the Savior 
brought joy.  Where there had been death, 
He brought resurrection.  There is one other 
difference we should note between Jesus 
and this baby of World War I.  After the baby 
near those trenches was taken to safety, the 
soldiers once again took up their weapons.  
Jesus, on the other hand, was born for us so 
that He might bring peace, not for a few 
hours, but for eternity. 
God’s peace in Jesus Christ be with you in 
this New Year of 2008. 
 --Pastor Lindner 
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I believed in God but did not 

know He is Jesus 
 
This is exactly what Mia, a Muslim woman from 
Albania said the first time she shared her story 
with us at Fusion Café in downtown Plano three 
weeks ago.  Do you remember the story in 
POBLO December’s newsletter? How God 
switched the wires when this Muslim woman 
tried to call 411 to get a name for a Mosque in 
Richardson? Mia called 411 to get a name for a 
Mosque so she could make a donation.  She 
meant 411 but God turned it into 911, a call 
which will lead to her Baptism in the future. 
    
Mia, Kimberly and I became good friends in 
Christ.  Since they live in the same apartment 
complex (part of God’s rescue plan) we have been able 
to spend a lot of time in fellowship and reading 
God’s Word. I thank the Lord for those who 
heard Mia’s story that night, and prayed for her.  
Because of David Peters, Fred and Anna 
Kruger, Mia now and her daughter have a bed 
and furniture in their empty apartment. 
 
After a long journey in Catechism and answering 
questions about the deity of Christ, Mia and her 
daughter Vejosa will be baptized on Sunday 
January 13 at LOL. I will share with you Mia’s 
story and her daughter in detail in our next news 
letter. But now I just want you to come and 
celebrate her Baptism and pray that Satan will 
not drive her away.  Mia told me her story when 
she lost her daughter – age 3- to the communist 
regime but prayed in vain to Allah to bring her 
back. In a dream she saw Jesus coming to 
rescue her from death. This Baptism is indeed a 
matter of death and life. On this second Sunday 
of the Epiphany, the God Mia had believed in will 
indeed manifest Himself in the sacrament of 
Word and Water to save her life.  Mia and 
Vejeosa’s baptism in the name of the Triune 
God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, will bring 
them into the light and save them from a world of 
darkness.  
 
The apostle Paul says he has been called “to 
bring to light everyone…the mystery of 
Christ… this mystery is that the gentiles are 
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ through 
the Gospel”   Eph 3:1-9.   

 
The Wise men of old Mt 2:2, the gentiles who 
came and continue to come to us from the East 
were led to Jesus the Savior of the world 
(because of the light from a star). On Sunday 
January 13, the Second Sunday of the 
Epiphany, The Baptism of our Lord, Mia and 
Vejosa will be changed from slaves of Allah, the 
God of Islam, into Children of God. (Because a 
phone call.)   The enfleshed God in Jesus never 
ceases to amaze us. This is the mystery of the 
Gospel and this is the Mystery of Baptism 
indeed. You are all sons of God through 
faith in Christ Jesus,   for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ.  There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. Galatians 3:26-28.  Amen 
 
Pastor Karim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE FINE ARTS/CONCERT SERIES 

PRESENTS  
THE DALLAS SAXOPHONE 

QUARTET 
 
The Concert Series is pleased to resume 
after a brief hiatus in the Fall due to building 
construction.  On Saturday, January 26 at 
7pm, we welcome the Dallas Saxophone 
Quartet.  The Dallas Saxophone Quartet 
was formed to provide chamber music for 
wedding ceremonies, corporate events and 
public performances, striving to entertain 
and educate audiences with a music library 
that spans from Bach to the Beatles. DSQ 
performs classical music just as well as jazz 
and Dixieland.  The group was formed by 
the sax section of Mood Swings, a popular 
big band in the area.  All four players have a 
thorough musical education and likewise 
enjoy serving their own churches in some 
capacity. 
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YOU ARE INVITED 
 

Question:  What do LOL and POBLO have 
in common? 
Answer:  saving the lost and strengthening 
the Saved. 
 Why:  We are faithful to the Great 
Commission because Jesus says 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age." 
Matthew 28:19-20   19 
 

For this Reason:  You are invited on 
February 16-17 for a special presentation. 
 

God has great plans for LOL because it is 
indeed a Church of All Nations.  For this 
very reason, we are inviting Paul Krentz 
from The Texas District to inspire us about 
Mission work.  Paul will be here on Saturday 
February 16 from 10:00 am to 12:00 am.  He 
will speak about how we can further the 
expansion of Christ’s Kingdom outside the 
walls of Lord of Life Lutheran Church in 
Plano.  During this time we will sing and 
worship the Lord of harvest and thank Him 
for the plans He has prepared us for and 
prepared for us in advance to do.”…for we 
are God's workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 
Ephesians 2:10   
 
On Sunday 17:  Paul will lead one 
combined Bible Study from 9:30 to 10:30 
am.    Reaching up to God in Worship and 
prayer, Reaching in to be empowered by 
God’s Word as members of His family, 
Reaching out at every opportunity with 
the Gospel. 

Holy Navity Episcopal 
Extend Invitation 

 
 

 Some of you may ask, “What’s our 
connection to Holy Nativity and why are they 
extending an invitation to Lord of Life?” 
 Over the past year and a half, LOL 
has partnered with St. Paul Lutheran and 
Holy Nativity in our Stephen Ministry 
program.  Many of us in that ministry have 
enjoyed the friendships we’ve made and so 
consequently, we’ve attended various 
events at St. Paul with their ‘Journey to the 
Manger’ and our ‘Festival of Lessons and 
Carols.’ 
 So listen up!  Here’s our invitation to 
a wonderful Olde English tradition. 
 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! 
 

 The 6th annual Boar’s Head Festival 
will be celebrated at Holy Nativity on the 6th 
day of January, year of our Lord, 2008. 
 This is a fun evening of Olde English 
merriment, combining the secular 
celebrations of the Yule Log and wild boar 
hunting with the religious elements of Jesus’ 
birth and the coming of the Wise Men at 
Epiphany.  A costumed procession, music, 
entertainment and banquet provide people 
of all ages an evening to remember. 
 Two performances will occur on 
January 6th at 2:00 and 6:00 P.M.  Tickets 
will need to be purchased in advance, $10 
for adults and children under age 10 - $5.00. 
 Contact the office at Holy Nativity for 
further details: 
 

Holy Nativity Episcopal 
2200 18th Street 
Plano, TX 
972-4524-4574 
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SECOND NEW ORLEANS  
MISSION TRIP 

 
Six Lord of Life members were privileged to 
return to New Orleans for a second time to 
help with the restoration of homes damaged 
by hurricane Katrina. Our first assignment 
was to paint the exterior of a home in a 
neighborhood that was under 8 feet of 
water. The homeowner was so grateful and 
delighted 3 days later with the new look of 
her once flood-ravaged house. We worked 
along with a volunteer group from Indiana 
who laid flooring, replaced windows, 
installed bathroom fixtures, and worked on 
other related interior repairs. Tears and hugs 
were plentiful as Jackie and Steve hoped to 
be back into their home for Christmas, over 
2 years after Katrina hit. 
 
Our second project took us back to a home 
we had painted on our first trip in May. We 
learned that the homeowner, Mike, had 
died suddenly about a month after we were 
there and his widow, Shirley, was left with 
more work on their home. We hung 
insulation and covered it with plywood for 
her, and just as importantly shared in her 
grief at the loss of her husband of many 
years. Shirley and her son treated us to a 
wonderful seafood dinner at the end of the 
day. 
 
We also visited Richard and Shirley Dyer, 
whose home we had painted in May, and 
shared with them the joy of moving back 
this past August - what a treat to see the 
finished product and see them getting 
resettled! Richard, who has been on our 
prayer list for cancer treatment, is now in 
remission and is doing well. 
 
So many stories can be told of the people 
we met, worked with, and helped - what a 
joy to work along side so many others 
willing to help God's people in need. 

Our thanks once again to Lord of Life for 
the financial support we have received for 
the trip - we know you are with us in thought 
and prayer as well. Please continue to 
remember those affected by the storm - so 
many are still in temporary housing and are 
suffering from such great losses. 
 
Another trip is tentatively planned for late 
January - prayerfully consider joining us 
for a week filled with many blessings. We 
praise God for the opportunity to serve 
His children in need. 
 
In His Service, 
 

Dave & Dee Peters 
Tom & Georgianna Womack  
Mike Paradise 
Joe Werner 
 
 

 

 

 
 

This was from the Poche' family in 
Slidell, LA who were recipients of LOL's 
crew that went to help Hurricane Katrina 
victims: 
  
Thanks to Dave and Dee Peters, Tom and 
Georiganne Womack, Mike Paradise, and 
Joe Werner 
  
God's blessings on them and all of your 
congregation.  Please accept this donation 
in appreciation for the volunteers who 
worked on our home in Slidell, Louisiana.  
We can't tell you how grateful we were and 
we'll never forget them. 
 
With much love because of Jesus,  
Michael J. Poche', Jr., Eugene G. Nastasi, 
Jr., Shirley Poche' and Michael Poche', Sr. 
from up in heaven 
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Prepare for Worship in January 
 
January 6:  The Epiphany of Our Lord 
Divine Service Setting I 
Texts:  Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; 
Matthew 2:1-12  
Sermon:    “Where Will Our World Find 
Light?” 
Sermon Hymn:  “O Morning Star, How Fair 
and Bright,” LSB 395 
 

January 13:  The Baptism of Our Lord 
Divine Service Setting II                                               
Texts:  Isaiah 42:1-9; Romans 6:1-11; 
Matthew 3:13-17     
Sermon:    TBA, Rev Karim Baidaoui 
Sermon Hymn:  “To Jordan’s River Came 
Our Lord,” LSB 405 

 

January 20:  Epiphany II/Sanctity of 
Human Life Sunday 
Divine Service, Setting III 
Texts:  Job 12:10-13; I Cor 1:1-9; John 1:29-
42a 
Sermon:   “In the Hand of God” 
Sermon Hymn:  “The Only Son from 
Heaven,” LSB 402 

 

January 27:  Epiphany III 
Divine Service Setting IV 
Texts:  Isaiah 9:1-4; I Cor 1:10-18; Matthew 
4:12-25 
Sermon:   “Let’s Go Fishing” 
Sermon Hymn:  “Come, Follow Me,” LSB 
688 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ORGAN UPDATE 
 
By now the new pipe organ has led our 
congregation through the Christmas season.  
It was great to hear the congregational 
singing particularly at its debut performance 
at Lessons and Carols—such enthusiastic 
singing from such a large congregation! 

The organ is not yet complete.  There is an 
Oboe rank which had to be sent away to be 
revoiced, and it will shortly find its new home 
in the swell box.  (That is the wooden 
enclosure with the shutters that open and 
close.)  The Trumpet rank currently in the 
swell box will be moved out to the south side 
where it will reside permanently.  We have a 
set of chimes from the Trinity organ which 
will be installed soon.  The 16’ Posaune 
(meaning “Trombone” in German) is 
extremely weak and needs to be put on 
higher windpressure.  Also, we still would 
like to install four ranks near the organ 
console so as best to accompany the choir, 
but we must wait until funds are available.  
Many thanks to the 66 families and 
individuals who have donated and made this 
project a reality!   
 
The console has a state-of-the-art control 
and relay system.  As you might have 
noticed, it has full recording capability, it has 
the ability to remember multiple organists’ 
settings, and supposedly it can even tell the 
temperature at different parts of the organ if 
one asks nicely enough.  (So far I have not 
asked nicely enough.)  Because it is all 
computerized, all that is required to make 
changes is to call the company with the 
requested changes, have the new program 
emailed and then loaded into the console via 
a flash drive.  What used to take a crew 
days to do can now be done easily in about 
5 minutes!   
 
The little jingly bells, which I am trying not to 
overuse, are collectively called the 
Zimbelstern.  Ask any child in children’s 
choir and they will tell you all about it!  I am 
always willing to demonstrate and give tours 
of the instrument, so feel free to stop by 
sometime during the week or after church 
and I will tell you more than you wanted to 
know. 
 
INJ+ 
Benjamin Kolodziej                                                        
Organist and Director of Worship 
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LOL CARE GROUPS 
 
BRANCHES AND SPROUTS CARE 
GROUP 
 For info contact Earl and Karen Lund at 

(972) 608-0602 
 Usually meet on a Sat. evening for Bible 

study and potluck meal 
 Parents are welcome to bring their children 

with them 
 

CAREERS IN CHRIST 
 For info contact Heidi Pittson at (214) 227-

2532, Bethany Konz at (214) 783-3035 or 
Carrie Sanford (972) 447-9358 

 

CARPENTER’S CREW CARE GROUP 
 For info contact Jody and Debbie Ennen at 

(972) 712-2989 
 Meet the 1st Sat. evening of each month for 

Bible Study. 
 Meet the 3rd Sun. of each month for a meal 

 

EMPTY NESTERS’ CARE GROUP 
 For info contact Tony and Nevelle Vess at 

(972) 931-5748 
 Usually meet the 3rd Sat. of each month for 

Bible study and fellowship 
 

GOOD NEWS CARE GROUP 
 For info contact Chris Oltmann at (972) 727-

6330 or Fred Krueger at (214) 473-9004 
 Usually meet the 2nd Sat. of each month at 

6:30 PM for Bible study 
 

MIXED BLESSINGS 
 For info contact Fred and Ruth Bernhardt at 

(972) 398-0771 
 Meet the 1st Sat. of each month at 6:30 PM 

for Bible study. 

  
 

New Adult Bible Studies Coming 
  
As the new construction is completed, we will 
be adding new adult bible classes on Sunday 
mornings.  We will have 3 - 5 new classes in 
January, with more being added as rooms 
become available.  Look for more information 
and specifics for new classes in the bulletin on 
Sundays. 
  
If you are interested in leading an adult bible 
class, please contact Pastor or Kymberly 
Kuebler. 
 
 

 

Thanks from the Staff 
With the joy that continues 
from this Christmas 
celebration, the staff 
wishes to thank you for the 

Christmas gifts and blessings you have 
shared with us.  We thank you for your 
continued partnership in ministry throughout 
the past year, and we look forward 
to continued growth in Christ's ministry at Lord 
of Life in 2008. 
  
Pastor, Joe, Benjamin, Vickie, Hillary and 
Donna 
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  January 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 Bob Nance 
 1 Margaret Bush 
 2 Stu and Sandy Ehrett (21) 
 5 Linda Patzer 
 7 John and Stephani Belcher (14) 
 8 Jim and Donna Roberts (25) 
 8 Kumba Tumbay 
 8 Linda Tischler 
 8 Lauren Howe 
 8 Trent Roper 
 8 Kyle Roper 
 9 Effie Moore 
 10 Roy Cross 
 10 Linda Kratzert 
 10 Sandra Paradise 
 13 Wayne Roper 
 14 August Helmbright 
 19 Paul Flynn 
 19 Mark Foster 
 22 Lora Frinsko 
 22 Ted Pospisil 
 23 Audrey Evans 
 24 Mirela Hysenaj 
 24 Kymberly Thomas 
 25 Joey Sevin 
 26 Eleana Hysenaj 
 27 Chuck Hill 
 28 Paige Hite 
 30 Karl Olsen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Adcox 
Evan Roper 

Hannah Stevens 

Choir Rehearsals Resume 
 

The New Year is a great time to join a musical 
ensemble!  The adult choir welcomes 
everyone to their rehearsals which will resume 
on Wednesday, January 9 at 7pm. Children’s 
choir (up through 5th grade) and youth choir 
(6th-12th grade) resume rehearsals on Sunday, 
January 13 at 4:30 and 5:30pm respectively.  
Handbell ensemble continues on Monday 
evenings at 6pm and would welcome any new 
ringers.  In all cases, being a great musician is 
not required!  Simply a good attitude, a 
willingness to make rehearsals a priority, and 
a commitment to work hard in service to God 
and His Church will result in great music!  
Contact Benjamin Kolodziej 
(bkolodzi@smu.edu) or Victoria Frinsko 
(vlfrinsko@tx.rr.com) if you are interested in 
any of these opportunities. 
 

 

BETHESDA/GOOD SAMARITAN 
WOMEN’S AUXILIARY 2008 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
 

January marks the beginning 
of a new membership year for 
the Good Samaritan Lutheran 
Home Women's Auxiliary.  It is 
time to renew memberships or 
become a first time member for 
a minimum donation of only 
$5.  You could also become a 
life member for a minimum 

donation of $100.  Although this is a women's 
auxiliary, men are welcome to join as honorary 
members.  Please see sign-up sheet in the 
narthex. 
What does our money do?  One of the most 
important programs we fund is the Home's 
chaplain.  The chaplain holds daily chapel 
services for all staff and clients on campus, 
teaches confirmation classes, and leads Bible 
studies - teaching God's special children 
about His love for them. 
See Cindy Carter (214-504-9931) for more 
information.  Thank you for supporting this 
important ministry. 
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Serving in Worship in January

January 6 January 13 January 20 January 27
8:00 AM 10:45 AM 8:00 AM 10:45 AM 8:00 AM 10:45 AM 8:00 AM 10:45 AM

Elder T. Womack D. Peters B. Lutek M. Hawkins D. Hite
Common

Cup
M. Hawkins T. Womack

Altar June Edelmann and Nelda Schrank
Acolyte M. Peters M. Sanderford E. Wilde S. Brown C. Paradise D. Johnston P. Ehrett M. Curry

Crucifer C. Peters S. Sanderford B. Lund D. Kuebler
Greeter Burlingame Scaglione Vess Manning Schrank Sevin A&N Martin Scaglione
Reader C. Nance N. Berger P. Krehmeyer P. Greer R. Bernhardt L. Hinkel

Children's
Message

J. Werner J. Werner K. Lund S. Peters

Sound
Usher Schrank

T. Lutek
Brown

Abel
Cruz
Noe

Paradise
Patzer

Carper
McVicker
Kowalke

Klausing
Nance

Berger
Oltmann
Hoglan

Liefer
B. Werner

M. Buckmeier
Lowecke
Kuebler

Music

 
  
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

January - September 2007
ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE

RECEIPTS: Regular Offerings $437,552 422,297 $15,255
Other 1,387 1,680 ($293)
           TOTAL RECEIPTS $438,939 $423,977 $14,962
           TOTAL EXPENSES $432,658 $437,112 ($4,454)
RECEIPTS OVER EXPENSES $6,281 ($13,135) $19,416

OTHER INFORMATION
1. General Operating Fund Balance $70,135
2. Dedicated Funds Balance $176,311
3. Building Note Balance $296,651
4. Education Bldg. Note Balance $297,910
5. Phase III Note Balance $120,439  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

9:00 AM Comfort Mak-
ers

7:00 PM Adult Choir

9:30 AM  Morning
Braille Ministry @
Messiah

4:30 PM Children Choir
5:30 PM Youth Choir
6:30 PM Youth Night -

Jr. High Only

January 2OO9
Lord of Life Lutheran Church

4:30 PM Children Choir
5:30 PM Youth Choir
6:30 PM Sr. High

Youth Night

7:00 PM LWML
7:00 PM Elders
7:00 PM Construction

Task Force

6:30 PM Karim’s FFFF
7:00 PM  Evening

Braille Ministry @
Messiah

6:30 PM Karim’s FFFF
7:00 PM Admin Coun-

cil

1:00 PM Staff Mtg
6:00 PM Handbells

6:00 PM Handbells
7:00 PM ESL Classes

6:00 PM Handbells
7:00 PM ESL Classes

6:30 PM Karim’s FFFF

9:00 AM Comfort Mak-
ers

9:00 AM Comfort Mak-
ers

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES IS THE 15TH

7:00 AM Men’s Min
Breakfast & Bible
Study - St. Paul

6:30 PM Mixed Blessing

7:00 PM Adult Choir

7:00 PM Adult Choir

6:30 PM Karim’s FFFF
7:00 PM Bd. of Prop.
7:00 PM Stephen Min-

istry Supervisory

6:00 PM Handbells
7:00 PM ESL Classes

7:00 PM Adult Choir 6:30 PM Karim’s FFFF

2:00 & 6:00 PM
Boarshead Festival
@ Holy Nativity

7:00 PM Adult Choir

Epiphany

7:00PM Concert Series:
Saxophone Quartet

4:30 PM Children Choir
5:30 PM Youth Choir
9:00 AM Blood Pres-

sure Screening

New Year’s Day

Martin Luther King Day

Office Closed

Sanctity of Human Life




