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The Old Rugged Cross

“But we preach Christ crucified:
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles”
--1 Corinthians 1:23

Once there
was a little girl
who proudly
wore a shiny
Ccross on a
chain  around
her neck. It
was pretty and
had found a
special place over her heart. Things would have
stayed that way except that one day she was
approached by a man — one of those crabby
kinds of guys that, thank heaven, you don’t meet
very often. The man said, with acid in his voice,
“Young lady, | imagine you think Jesus died on a
cross for you. If He did, and I'm not saying He
did, I don't think that cross was pretty like the
one you're wearing. It was an ugly wooden
thing. | don’t think you should wear it as a piece
of jewelry. After all, you wouldn't wear a
hangman’s noose or an electric chair around
your neck, would you?”

That little girl, placed in a position far too
personal for her to deal with, responded with
respect, “Yes sir, | do believe Jesus died for me
on a cross. And | know that His cross would not
have been as pretty as mine. But | also know,
sir, what they told me in Sunday school.”

“And what was that?” the man queried.

“In Sunday school, my teacher told me that
whatever Jesus touches, He changes,” she
answered. ‘I think that is true for this cross. |
know that it's true for me.”

That grouch was absolutely right. The
cross upon which Jesus died to save us was not
a pretty thing. It was rough and crude. It was
an instrument designed to give torment to the
one who hung upon it. Even as the grouch was
right about the horror of the cross, the little girl
was right as well. The death of Jesus
transformed an ancient instrument of torture into
God’'s means and a symbol for the salvation His
Son won for us at such a high cost.

Yet it is not just the old rugged cross that
has been changed by Jesus’ life, suffering and
death. The power of His redeeming, forgiving
sacrifice transforms all who are called to believe
on Him in faith. Christians, whose souls were
once blackened by sin, are, by the washing of
Baptism, made white as snow. We who once
were lost and without a family are — through the
cleansing of Jesus’ blood — found and adopted
into God'’s family of faith.

Holy week arrives very earlx for us this
year. Palm Sunday is March 16". The Good
Friday Jesus hung on an ol’ rugged cross we'll
remember on March 21* and then celebrate the
Festival of the Resurrection on March 23",
Please note the schedule of services in this
issue of “LifeLines”.

Blessed Easter,
Pastor Lindner
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Prepare
for Worship

March

2 March: Lent Il

Texts: Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5: 1-8; John 4: 5-26
Sermon: “Living Water for Thirsty People”
Sermon Hymn: “Amazing Grace,” LSB 744
The choir’'s anthem is “Calvary’s Mountain” by K

Lee Scott.

9 March: Lent IV

Texts: Ezek. 37:1-14; Rom. 8:1-11; John 11:17-27; 38-53
Sermon: “Dem Bones! Dem Bones!”
Sermon Hymn: “My Song is Love Unknown,”

LSB 430
The handbell ensemble plays this morning.

16 March: Palm Sunday

Texts: Isaiah 50:4-9; Phil. 2: 5-11; John 12: 20-43
Sermon: “But |, when | am lifted up from the

earth, will draw all men to myself.” Karim Baidaoui
Sermon Hymn: “Lift High the Cross,” LSB 837
The choir and brass lend to the festivity of the

first half of the service, but we end in quiet to prepare

for Holy Week.

20 March: Maundy Thursday, 7pm

Texts: Exodus 12:1-7 and | Corinthians 5:7b
Sermon: “The Lamb of God Who Has Mercy on

Us”

21 March: Good Friday
Office of Tenebrae - 7:30 pm

23 March: Easter Sunday—Sunrise Service—6:00 am

23 March: Easter Sunday-8:00 and 10:45 am
Texts: Acts 10:34-43; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-23
Sermon: “The Lamb of God Who Gives Us
Peace!”
Sermon Hymn: “Jesus Christ is Risen Today,”
LSB 457
The choir, brass and other musicians help to
celebrate the Saviour’s resurrection.

30 March: Easter Il
Texts: Acts 5: 29-42; | Peter 1: 3-9; John 20: 19-31
Sermon: “Peace Be With You.”
Sermon Hymn: “O Sons and Daughters of the King,”
LSB 470
The youth choir sings this morning.

The Fine Arts/Concert Series
Presents

Seamus Stout Celtic Ensemble

The Fine Arts/Concert Series presents Seamus
Stout Celtic Ensemble in a performance on Saturday,

(Tin Whistle, Irish Flute, Vocals),

Jan Cermak (Fiddle, Mandolin, ~

Irish Bouzouki, Vocals), Cory Wells

(Guitar, Vocals) and Damon %’
)

established themselves in the

North Texas area performing frequently at Trinity Hall

Irish Pub and the North Texas lIrish Festival. This

informal concert no doubt will prove to be one of the

8 March at 7pm. The traditional ballads and minstrels
of Scotland and Ireland are performed by Jarrod Fay
Swindall (Bodhran, Vocals.) This

“upbeat”  Celtic group has

most interesting and lively ever sponsored by the
concert series! Don’t miss it!

Lunchtime Concerts Feature
New Pipe Organ

The Fine Arts/Concert Series of Lord of Life
Lutheran Church, Plano, presents a series of
lunchtime concerts during the Easter season on its
newly-completed pipe organ. Each Wednesday,
starting 26 March and concluding on 23 April, resident
organist Benjamin Kolodziej
will perform a thematic
concert of organ music.
Starting at 1.05pm and
ending at 1.40pm each
Wednesday, the first concert
will feature music solely of

Johann Sebastian Bach.
Subsequent concerts will be
devoted to English

compositions, music of the
composers living near the
Danube, and hymns from the
writer Paul Gerhardt. These informal concerts will
feature spoken commentary about the music and will
include time afterwards for the audience to learn
more about the pipe organ. The concerts are free.
The organ, originally built for the recital hall at
Concordia University, Seward, NE, was purchased by
Lord of Life in early 2007 and for the last year has
undergone a modernization and enlargement and
now has 30 ranks (individual sounds) and over 1500

pipes.
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Prepare for the
Annual Musical

Talent Evening!

Do you have a
musical talent which
you have been aching
to share? Plan now to
attend the Annual
Musical Talent
Evening on Sunday, 27
April at 6pm. From
children to adults, all
are invited to play or
sing—this is  your
chance to be creative.
Contact Benjamin Kolodziej if you are interested.
(bkolodzi@smu.edu)

Phase lll...
Are You Ready?!

By now, you may have been able to stroll
through the new offices for Lord of Life and have
seen the progress
made in the last three
to four weeks. Are
we close to moving in
and using our new
facilities? YES! The
staff has  begun
packing boxes and
thinking about
strategies for moving
the office furniture
and computers so
business can continue without too much interruption.
Contributions to the furnishings fund have allowed us
to purchase tables, chairs, sofas, etc. for the new
waiting area and Pastor’s old office which will be used
for Bible classes and other small group ministries.
We anticipate additional purchases for the new
conference room, fellowship hall, and kitchen. In
addition to these expenses, there will be landscaping
requirements. If you would like to contribute to the
furnishings fund, it is anticipated that another $20,000
will be needed to complete our expansion. We hope
and pray that our Easter breakfast, sponsored by the
Sr. High Youth Group, can take place in the new
fellowship room.

The point is that things are moving quite rapidly
as construction nears completion of Phase Il for Lord
of Life. We hope you will join in our excitement as
you are able to see, and perhaps envision, new
ministries in this addition. The dedication service and
open house for Phase Il and the new pipe organ are
planned for sometime this summer. Watch for more
announcements and details of this event in future
issues of “LifeLines.”

Scott Peters

Health and Wellness
Ministry to Partner with the

American Cancer Society

It has been a long wait as our Health and
Wellness Ministry Team has dreamed of starting a
Cancer Support Group for our community in
partnership with the American Cancer Society.

On Friday, February 15" Diann Lovgren, Doris
Von Glahn, and Pastor Lindner attended a facilitators’
workshop at Plano Presbyterian Hospital. There they
were trained to use the “I Can Cope” material so that
they can offer such a support group for individuals
with cancer and their loved ones. In the next two or
three months they'll announce the start date which
will be sometime this summer. They plan to offer this
support group to Lord of Life members and to other
local churches in Plano. It will also be open to
anyone else in our community who would want such a
support group, especially one which is not connected
to a medical facility.

The “I Can Cope” materials span thirteen topics in
which health care professionals, social workers, and

clergy are presenters on topics from Il'
“Learning About Cancer,” “Managing the p—
Effects of lllness and Treatment,” to =
“Keeping Well in Body, Mind and

Spirit.”

If you'd like to know more about this
new ministry at Lord of Life, ask Diann,
Doris or Pastor.

Health and Wellness Committee

Meet Tony Hernandez
A New Staff Member at Lord of Life

The Board of Properties in consultation with our
Admin Council has secured a full time custodian for
Lord of Life. Tony Hernandez began working
February 1* and has replaced Clean Net janitorial
service and the lawn service we have been using for
the past 12 years or so.

We Have A
CHURCH
CUSTODIAN

Tony comes to us
after many years of
being the custodial
supervisor at Park
Cities Baptist Church
in Dallas. He brings
with him a wide range
=T of experience in

plumbing, carpentry,
landscaping, electrical, and heating and air
conditioning maintenance. Already Tony has been a
wonderful blessing to us here at Lord of Life as he
goes about his day with a wonderful smile on his face
and gentle spirit.

If you are up here during the week, please take
the time to say “Hi” and welcome Tony to our family at
Lord of Life.



LIFE LINES

March 2008

Volume 22, Number 3

LOL Care Groups

BRANCHES AND SPROUTS CARE GROUP
For info contact Earl and Karen Lund at (972) 608-
0602
Meet on a Saturday evening for Bible study and
potluck meal
Parents are welcome to bring their children with them.

CAREERS IN CHRIST CARE GROUP
For info contact Heidi Pittson at (214) 227-2532,
Bethany Konz at (214) 783-3035 or Carrie Sanford
(972) 447-9358
Meet Sunday, March 16, at 6:30 in Room 107

CARPENTER’S CREW CARE GROUP
For info contact Jody and Debbie Ennen at (972) 712-
2989
Meet the 1*" Saturday evening of each month for Bible
study
Meet the 3" Sunday of each month for a meal

EMPTY NESTERS' CARE GROUP
For info contact Tony and Nevelle Vess at (972) 931-
5748
Meet the 3" Saturday of each month for Bible study
and fellowship

GOOD NEWS CARE GROUP
For info contact Chris Oltmann at (9720727-6330 or
Fred Krueger (214) 473-9004
Meet the 2" Saturday of each month at 6:30 pm for
Bible study

MIXED BLESSINGS CARE GROUP
For info contact Fred and Ruth Bernhardt at (972)
398-0771
Meet March 1 at 6:30 pm at the Bernhardt's for Bible
study and fellowship

Birth,da?/s&

Annivefsaries

Elizabeth Stevens, Pastor Fred Behrmann
Sam Ziegelbein

Emily Houska, Sarah Tischler
Charmaine Isenhour

Julianna Hollmer, Zach Werner
Zach Baker, Donna Roberts, Caroline Loewecke
Mario Hysenaj

Karen Ashburn

10 Rick and Katherine Hollmer (7)
11 Sharon Roberts, Abbie Stevens
11 Jeff and Tameka Loewecke (8)
14 Shelby Lund, Hillary Klausing
15 Meta Stevens

15 Justin and Finda Tumbay (23)
16 Gary Weber

17 Nathan Schutz

18 Greg Kostrzewa

19 Doris Von Glahn

21 David Beaudreau

22 Lisa Hill

24 Joe Werner

25 Audrey Werner

26 Catherine Lindner

27 Justin Hollmer

27 Paul and Vickie Krehmeyer (4)
27 Mark Ziegelbein

29 Ben Howe

29 Jody and Debbie Ennen (11)
30 Benjamin Kuebler

30 Nevelle Vess

O©CoO~NOOUTLAh WN

31 Richard and Jolynn Senkel (29)
We Get Thanks

Joyce Bamsch and her family
would like to thank Pastor
Lindner and the congregation
for the cards; prayers, and
visits during her past illness.

Thank you for your faithful prayers and
continual support for POBLO-TX. | thank the Lord
of the Harvest every time | remember you...In all
my prayers, | always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the Gospel.

Thank you for your generous

%Qﬁ OF donation of $1500.00. |
N “Y/L want you to know that
L’: each missionary and
~ v worker in the field trusts

&¥ - God for prayers and

2\ support  through  caring,

\. generous and faithful

partners like you. We rely on the power of God’s

Word to uphold us as we go proclaim the Gospel

to our Muslim neighbors in the language of their
hearts.

Together in Christ,
Rev. Karim Baidaoui
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Stephanie Tabor
Serving in Worship in March
March 2 March 9 March 16 Easter March 23 March 30
8:00 10:45 6:00
8:00 am | 10:45 am am am 8:00 am | 10:45 am am 8:00 am 10:45am | 8:00 am | 10:45 am
Elder Lutek Womack Hawkins Lutek Lutek/Hite | Lutek/Hite Peters
Common
Cup Pastor Karim
Altar
Service Bette Martin and Nelda Schrank
Acolyte Sande,ford Kuebler Curry Bowen Wilde Buckmeier | Wilde Bowen M Peters | Paradise | Curry
Crucifer ganderford Beckemeier Werner | Johnston Tabor Kuebler C Peters
Greeters Scaglione Womack McVicker Manning Scaglione
. ) ) Pastor Pastor Pastor Pastor B
Readers Wilde McVicker | Thiel JWerner | L Pastor L Karim Karim Karim Nance S Peters
Child.
Messg K Lund | S Peters Werner Werner
Sound B R Brian Brandon Brian
Tech Werner | D Hite T Lutek | Pittson Wolf P Hite Frinsko Wolf Wolf D Hite
M
Ushers Brown Abel Frinsko | Carper Klausing | Berger Liefer Buckmeier | J Ehrett | Hoglan
Lutek Cruz Paradise | Kowalke Nance Hoglan Paradise Kuebler S Ehrett | Oltmann
Schrank Noé Patzer | McVicker | Parrent | Oltmann B Werner | Loewecke
Musicians
Midweek Services
Mid-Week V Mid-Week VI Maundy Thursday Good Friday
March 5 March 12 March 20 March 21
Elder Womack Peters Hawkins Hite
Common
Cup Pastor Karim
Altar
Service Bette Martin and Nelda Schrank
Acolyte Tabor Ehrett
Crucifer Belcher
Ushers
Sound
Tech Brian Wolf Brandon Wolf
FINANCIAL REPORT - January, 2008
ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE
Receipts .
: Regular Offerings $43,040 54,139 (11,099)
Other 75 40 35
TOTAL RECEIPTS $43,115 $54,179 ($11,064)
TOTAL EXPENSES $48,572 $54,621 ($6,049)
RECEIPTS OVER EXPENSES ($5,457) ($442) ($5,015)
OTHER INFORMATION
1. General Operating Fund Balance $74,518
2. Dedicated Funds Balance $153,523
3. Building Note Balance $282,931
4. Education Bldg. Note Balance $285,823
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5. Phase Il Note Balance $510,796



LIFE LINES March 2008 Volume 22, Number 3
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
7:00 am Men's
Breakfast & Bible
Study — St. Paul
9:00 am Comfort
Makers
6:30 PM Mixed
Blessing Care Gr.
3 4 5 6 7 8
2
Quilt Dedication . 7:00 pm -
4:30 pm 1:00 pm Staff 7:00 pm MidWeek ;;Olgrg;gr;igsoard Concert Series —
Children’s Choir | Meeting Lent V 7:00 Steph Seamus Stout
. . ] :00 pm Stephen .
5:30 pm Youth E'.OOdrt))m” gor(]) pm ICh0|r Ministry Superv. Celtic Ensemble
Choir anduetis ehearsa 7:00 pm FFFF at
6:30 pm Jr.High | 700 pm ESL Shandiz
Youth Night Classes
Daylight 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Savings Time
Begins
4:30 pm 6:00 pm 7:00 pm LWML 7:00 pm Mid Week | 7:00 pm FFFFat | 9:00 am
Children’s Choir | Handbells 7:00 pm Board of | Lent VI Shandiz Comfort
5:30 pm Youth 7:00 pm ESL Elders 8:00 pm Adult Choir Makers
Choir Classes 7:00 pm
Endowment
Committee Mtg
18 19 Good 21 22
16 17 Maundy 20 | Friday
Palm Sunday Thursday
7:00 pm - Adult 6:00 am — 3:00
6:30 pm 1:00 pm Staff Choir 7:00 pm Maundy pm
Sr. High Youth Meeting Thursday Worship | Prayer Vigil
Night 6:00 pm with Holy 7:30 pm —
6:30 pm-Careers | Handbells Communion Good Friday
in Christ Care 7:00 pm ESL 8:00-10:00 pm Worship
Group Classes Prayer Vigil
24 25 26 27 28 29
Easter 23
7:00 Braille 9:00 am
6:00 am Sunrise | Office Closed 9:30 am Braille 12:00 pm Noontime | Ministry @ Comfort
8:00 & 10:45 am Ministry @ Organ Concert Messiah Makers
Festival Service | 6:00 pm Messiah 6:00 pm Youth Choir | 7:00 pm Pastor
of the Handbells 7:00 pm Adult Choir | Karim’'s FFFF at
Resurrection 7:00 pm ESL Shandiz
9:15 am Easter Classes
Brunch
30 31
Blood Press. 6:00 pm
Screening Handbells
7:00 pm ESL

Classes
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with

POBLO-TEXAS
April

Last year, 15 different LCMS congregations HURRY-
and 6 different mission societies attended

our POBLO-TEXAS Banquet at Peace
Lutheran Church in Hurst. Over 300 people

from different churches came to show their " $%&
love and support for our ministry to $

() &ll*

Peace Lutheran Church
941 West Bedford-Euless Rd. Hurst, Texas 76053
Tuesday, 22,2008 6:30-8:30 pm 6:15

www.poblotexas.org
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