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Build A Stronger Spiritual Life 
 

“Dear Friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; 
but if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.”  I John 4:11-12 

 
�

                                     
This is a hard 
lesson to follow 
from God’s 
Word.  We live 
in a culture that 
increasingly 
leans toward 
commercialism 
materialism, 
and 

secularism.  It is not always easy to keep our soul 
nourished and our love evident to others.  The 
challenge, when times are not conducive to 
spiritual growth, is how to nurture, feed, heal, 
restore, and renew our soul.  Here are just a few 
suggestions I discovered recently while reading 
several articles during my devotions. 
 

Identify Blessings  
Too often we go through life oblivious of the good 
which God brings into our lives.  Try this idea out 
during the week:  At the end of the first day, 
identify a blessing that came to you from a family 
member.  At the end of the second day, a blessing 
from a brother or a sister in Christ from church.  
Third day, from a friend.  Fourth day, from a work 
colleague or fellow student.  Fifth day, from a 
stranger.  Sixth day, from a child.  On the seventh 
day, identify a blessing that came from an 
‘enemy’. 
 

Be Like Moses 
Now, speak words of blessing to others.  One of 
the most beautiful and compassionate passages 

in Scripture are these words of blessing spoken by 
Moses:   

 
“May the Lord bless you and protect you.  
May the Lord smile on you and be 
gracious to you.  May the Lord show you 
His favor and give you His peace.”  
Numbers 6:24-26 
 

Get creative with language and speak words that 
will uplift, encourage, and bless other people. 
 

Be a Grateful Person  
Begin your day with a morning prayer and a 
portion of Scripture, and then be grateful for the 
day God gives you, even if the day ahead appears 
ominous.  Conclude every day with an evening 
prayer of gratitude to God for the gift of the 
preceding hours.  Ask yourself, what did God want 
you to learn that day? 
 

Explore and Apply Scripture 
This might begin by re-reading the three lessons 
from the previous Sunday Worship.  As you look 
at those texts, substitute your own name in place 
of the pronouns which refer to people.  Then ask 
that classical Lutheran question; ‘What does this 
mean… for me?’ 
 

These are just a few suggestions you may wish to 
try as you go through your week’s journey as a 
child of God.  In time, I pray that these and similar 
ideas may strengthen your spiritual life to the glory 
of God our Father. 
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Pastor Lindner 
 
 

 

in 

September 
 
6 September:  Pentecost 14 (HC) 

Texts:   Isaiah 35: 4-7a;  James 2: 1-10, 14-18;  
Mark 7: 31-37 

Sermon:  “Does Anything Amaze You Anymore?”   
Sermon Hymn:  “How Sweet the Name of Jesus 

Sounds,”  LSB 524 
 

13 September:  Holy Cross Day  
Texts:  Numbers 21: 4-9;  I Corinthians 1: 18-25;  
John 12: 20-33 

Sermon:   “The Glory of the Cross” 
Sermon Hymn:   “Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow,”  
 LSB 428 

The choir and instrumental ensemble lead this 
festival service.  The anthem is “Be Joyful in the 
Lord.” 

 
20 September:  Pentecost 16 (HC) 
 Texts:  Jeremiah 11:18–20;  James 3:13—4:10;  

Mark 9:30–37 
Sermon:  “The Narrow Door” (Luke 13:22-30) 
Sermon Hymn:  “Not What These Hands Have 

Done,” LSB 567 
The youth choir sings this morning, including a 
piece based on “Seek Ye First” and the Latin 
chant Adoro Te Devote. 

 
27 September:  Pentecost 17 
 Texts:  Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 24–29;  

James 5:13–20; Mark 9:38–50 
Sermon:  “The Motivation of Christian Stewardship” 
 (Romans 12:1-2) 
Sermon Hymn:  “When I Survey the Wondrous 

Cross,” LSB 425 

The adult choir, children’s choir and string 
ensemble lead the music this morning, including 
the anthem “I Always Pray for You with Joy” by 
local composer Sam Eatherton. 

 
MUSIC AT MIDDAY 

ORGAN CONCERTS RESUME 
 

After a summer break, our newest concert series 
begins its second full season on Wednesday, 2 
September at 1.05pm with organist Dr Stephen Krahn 
of Buckingham United Methodist Church in Garland 
performing.  These 35-45 minute informal concerts, 
held on the first Wednesday of every month plus 
every Wednesday during Advent and Eastertide, are 
alternately educational, devotional or entertaining and 
always feature local professional organists performing 
a variety of music suiting their own interests and 
personalities.  For a complete schedule please visit 
www.lol-plano.org/musicatmidday.htm.   
 

LORD OF LIFE 
FINE ARTS/CONCERT SERIES 

RESUMES 
Lord of Life Fine Arts/Concert Series begins another 
exciting season with Dr Jeffrey Blersch, organist, in 
concert on Saturday, 19 September at 7pm.   Dr 
Blersch is a graduate of Oberlin and the University of 
Michigan, where he earned the Doctor of Musical Arts 
in organ performance.  He has studied organ with 
Roberta Gary, Garth Peacock, and Marilyn Mason, 
organ improvisation with Haskell Thomson, and 
choral conducting with Herbert Henke and Daniel 
Moe.  Currently Professor of Organ at Concordia 
University, Seward, NE, he is a prolific composer of 
organ and choral works.  This concert will feature 
much of his own music in addition to music of Bach, 
Couperin and Walther.  Dr Blersch will play the 32 
rank organ at Lord of Life on which he formerly taught 
and performed before it was sold to Lord of Life, 
undergoing a full renovation and enlargement in 
2007.  Dr Blersch will be the organist for the Lutheran 
Hymn Festival at the Meyerson in 2010, and we are 
pleased he will be traveling here just to perform on 
our series.   

The concert is free;  however, a door offering will be 
received.  Visit www.lol-plano.org/finearts.htm or call 
the church office for more information. 

This concert is made possible by the generous 
support of Thrivent Financial.   
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                 Gerry Hughes, Representative 
555 Republic Dr Ste 325

Plano, TX 75074 
972-612-0220 

The Exchange of Peace 
or 

“The Peace of the Lord” 
 

During the worship service of the Early Church 
this was known by its Latin term, “PAX DOMINI” 
or the “Peace of the Lord.” 
 

This ancient tradition of the Church was a topic of 
conversation at a recent Elder’s meeting in July.  
A few members had requested that this feature of 
the service be included from time to time.  As of 
this writing our congregation has used this 
greeting twice in worship on non-communion 
Sundays.  And as might be expected, some like 
it… some don’t. 
 

This became a welcomed research and home 
work assignment for me.  So I dusted off some of 
my old Lutheran Worship texts from my seminary 
days… ancient history! 
 

I found that frequently both St. Paul and St. Peter 
encouraged members to “greet one another with a 
kiss.”  (Romans 16:16 and I Peter 5:14)  No doubt 
it was from this apostolic advice that the “kiss of 
peace” became a greeting among Christians in 
their meetings and assemblies.  Later this 
symbolic gesture became part of Christian 
worship, and was attached to a blessing given to 
the people before they communed.  Originally, this 
blessing had been shortened to the form we 
recognize today, “The peace of the Lord be with 
you always.” 
 

As so frequently happened with gestures 
assimilated into the liturgy, the “kiss” soon 
became just a ceremonial feature.  The presiding 
pastor or bishop “embraced” the deacon with a 
simple cheek-to-cheek “kiss’ while speaking the 
PAX DOMINI.  The deacon, in turn passed on this 
embrace to the others in the sanctuary. 
 

In time a “Pax-Board” or “osculatorium” was used.  
This was a small wooden board carved with 
religious symbols, which at the proper place in the 
liturgy was kissed by the presiding pastor.  He, in 
turn, gave it on to the decon who also kissed it 
and passed it on through the sanctuary.  Actual 
contact and greeting the people was meaningless 
ceremonial gesture that had been lost, not to 
mention that it took much time for each worshiper 
to “kiss the osculatorium.” 
 

By the time of the Reformation, Martin Luther re-
introduced the “PAX” into the worship.  However, 

no ceremonial “kiss” was ever mentioned by 
Luther.  It was simply a handshake and greeting.  
Luther directed that it be used as a blessing of the 
Gospel announcing the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Today, this is probably one of the most significant 
meanings of the “PAX”, recognizing that we are all 
forgiven brothers and sisters in the Lord. 
 

Since the Reformation this symbolic gesture in our 
Lutheran liturgy has faded in and out of use.  
Lutherans would say that the “PAX” is 
“adiaphora”, or not essential to Christian worship.  
While the “Confession” and “Absolution” are two 
essential items of worship. 
 

So, where do we stand here at LOL?  What does 
this mean, for LOL, to coin that famous Lutheran 
question?  Please allow us to use the “PAX” from 
time-to-time, perhaps once a month, or once 
every 6 weeks.  Let us be gracious to one another 
and see 
if the 
“PAX” 

becomes a welcomed tradition or a lesson in Early 
Church history.— 
 

Pastor Lindner 
 
 

 

The Board of Elders congratulates Rev. John 
Lindner on his 10th anniversary of service as our 
pastor.  Pastor Lindner was serving at Gloria Dei 
Lutheran in Houston when he received the divine 
call to move to Plano and take the position of 
Senior Pastor at Lord of Life.  He accepted the 
call in June 1999 and was installed at Lord of Life 
in August 1999.  Under his leadership our 
congregation has grown in spirit and in number, 
including creation or expansion of numerous 
ministries such as Care Groups, Stephen Ministry, 
Health and Wellness, and ESL.  We thank God for 
the many blessings God has brought us through 
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Pastor Lindner as we continue to serve and help 
him minister in the years to come. 
 
 

From The Elders 

We Need You!  
You see us most often, assisting the Pastor with the 
conduct of worship services. While this is most 
certainly an important function, it’s interesting to note 
that it is not specifically mentioned in the By-laws of 
the congregation, nor are most of the other duties we 
try to faithfully perform. Abbreviating and 
paraphrasing greatly (VERY greatly), the By-laws 
primarily charge us with responsibility to look after the 
temporal and spiritual needs of our pastor and other 
called workers, for ensuring the regular conduct of 
worship services, and further ensuring that they and 
other activities of the congregation are conducted 
decently and in order, in accordance with the 
Lutheran Confessions. 
 

Not mentioned, but perhaps assumed, is our 
responsibility to establish a close enough relationship 
with each of you to be aware of your congregational 
concerns and personal spiritual needs. In my mind, 
this is perhaps one of our most important 
responsibilities but, sadly, one in which our 
performance has been far from perfect. As you 
probably know, an Elder is assigned to each member 
family. The list of assignments is inside the front 
cover of “Keep In Touch”, the Lord of Life telephone 
book, along with a brief description of the goals and 
expectations of these relationships. 
 

While some of these relationships have developed 
quite naturally, many have not, especially among 
those families which have not been able to regularly 
attend services. Be assured that if you are 
unexpectedly telephoned by your Elder, his intention 
is not to intrude upon your privacy, nor to act as a 
judge. He may be calling to impart some urgent 
information but more likely it’s just to check on how 
you are doing. For your part, feel free to contact your 
Elder on the phone or in person whenever you feel a 
need for additional prayer or support. If you have a 
question about events in the congregation, you can 
always ask your Elder. It’s very possible that he won’t 
know the answer. After all, the Elders are neither in 
charge of everything nor know everything. But he’ll try 
to find out and get back to you. In a recent devotion, I 

was reminded of the Apostle 
Paul’s statement to the 
Corinthians (1 Cor. 2:1-5) that 
he did not come to them full of 
great worldly wisdom; only with 
complete faith in the saving 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We can do no better than that. 
 

With deep Christian love for all 
of you, 

 

Tom Womack 
Chairman, Board of Elders 

Ladies --mark your calendars to attend the first 
meeting of the ‘09-’10 year on September 8th at 7:00 
pm.  We will provide opportunities for you to pray with 
other women, serve with others, and get to know 
other women in our congregation.  We will be working 
on service projects to our local congregants, missions 
for our Texas District and International organization, 
and decide on one specific project to support.  Come 
and join us on Tuesday, September 8th, at 7:00 pm to 
be a part of the fun and part of the service!  We look 
forward to seeing YOU! 
Cheri Lindner, Society President 

 
 

Tour Scandinavia 
You are welcome to join us as we tour beautiful 
Scandinavia from 31 May until 12 June, 2010.  Travel 
in comfort while we visit historic cities in Sweden, the 
mountainous fiords in Norway and cruise on to the 
final Lutheran country of Denmark.  These lands are 
historically Lutheran and we will enjoy plenty of 
concerts and churches. For details and more 
information on this tour coordinated by Eskin Tours, 
Inc., please visit www.lol-plano.org/music.htm or 
contact Benjamin Kolodziej. 

 

LOL CARE GROUPS 
 

CAREERS IN CHRIST CARE GROUP 
�  For info contact Heidi Pittson at (214) 227-2532, or 

Carrie Sanford (972) 447-9358 
 

 

EMPTY NESTERS’ CARE GROUP 
�  For info contact Tony and Nevelle Vess at (972) 931-

5748 
�  Meet at Lord of Life at 7:00 pm, Saturday, September 

12  
 
 

GOOD NEWS CARE GROUP 
�  For info contact Chris Oltmann at (972) 727-6330 
�   Usually meet the 2nd Saturday of each month at 6:30 

pm for Bible study 
 
 

MIXED BLESSINGS CARE GROUP 
�  For info contact Fred and Ruth Bernhardt at (972) 

398-0771 
�  Meet September 26 at 6:30 pm at the Bernhardt’s for 

Bible study and fellowship 
 
MOMS’ GROUP 
�  For info contact Kristy Wasinger at (469) 362-5594 or 

krwasinger5@hotmail.com 
�   Usually meet the 3rd Saturday of each month at 9:30 

am  
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Well it’s that time of the year again! New clothes, friends, class schedules, locker combinations, backpacks, 
teachers, and many other things that are associated with “Back to School days”. Youth ministry is also kicking into 
high gear with some activities and events in September. Jr. Confirmation begins on September 2nd with a meal for 
all parents and students and an overnight confirmation retreat to Latham Springs camp near Waco is Friday and 
Saturday, September 18-19. This year there are 8 students be instructed in the doctrine of the LCMS. Please keep 
these young people in your prayers. They are:  
 

Level III 
Cecilia Paradise, Curtis Peters, and Kenneth Tabor 

 

Level II 
Greg Abel, Amanda Belcher, Grant Kostrzewa, Brandon  Lund, and Aaron Raj 

 

On Sunday, September 20th, Jr. and Sr. High groups will meet after late service to have lunch and then travel for a 
fun afternoon of Whirleyball and Lasertag. Let’s make this as big event as we can, after all, the more the merrier! 
The Board of Youth Ministry is developing ways to incorporate our young people into worship services more 
frequently. Coming in the next few months, you will see the positions like greeting, ushering, reading, singing, and 
playing instruments being filled by Jr. and Sr. High youth. Our goal is to make them more visible to the members of 
our congregation and help them show their love for God through a serving heart.  
 

Teenagers today are put under so much pressure to perform, look good, act cool, be smart, become popular, or 
create an image for themselves just to be accepted or feel wanted. They need to know that there is always a group 
here at Lord of Life and one person in particular that will never leave or forsake them and wants them just the way 
they are; Jesus Christ.   May God continue to grant his blessings on this ministry and help us reach others with the 
love Jesus Christ extends to us. 
 

In His Name, 
Scott Peters, Director of Youth Ministry 

Upcoming Events 
September 18,19  – Jr. Confirmation Retreat 
September 20 – Whirleyball and Lasertag   (Jr. and Sr. High) 
Coming in October – 
Sr. High worship team and lunch out (October 11) 
 

New Sunday School Study Topics for Jr. & Sr. High Y outh Start this Month 
Jr. High begins a study about “Dares from Jesus.”  Exciting lessons based on something Jesus said and then 
defining the “dares” or “action plans” in His teaching. 
Sr. High will begin the fall semester with a S.H.A.P.E. class led by Dixie Hacker.  This will help them discover their 
spiritual gifts.  This will be followed by a study of Old Testament prophets. 
 

Prayer for the month 
O God, You justify the ungodly and desire not the death of the sinner. Graciously assist us by Your heavenly aid 
and evermore shield us with Your protection, that no temptation may separate us from Your love in Christ Jesus, our 
Lord. Amen 
 

Did you know…..? 
Andrew Raj  will be attending the Texas Academy of Math and Science at the University of North Texas. This school 
only accepts about 200 students to begin their freshmen year of college. Andrew is only 15 years old! Way to go! 
 

Cecilia Paradise  took a vacation in August that lasted 18 days, covered 12 states, and was 5800 miles long. She 
and her grandparents visited 6 national parks, 1 state park, and 3 national monuments.  
 

Marcus Peters  was selected to be the drum major for Vines High School in Plano. He will lead a band of 115 
members. Marcus also took a trip to Europe this past summer for 10 days. If you ask, he can tell you an interesting 
story or two about the Sistine Chapel and Michelangelo. 
 

Andrew Buckmeier  and his family traveled to Florida in August with his soccer team that participated in a 
tournament called the Disney Cup. Andrew and his team finished in first place out of ten teams to bring home the 
trophy. Congratulations!    
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Fall Sunday School is Coming!  

�
Rally Day!  

Join us for Rally Day on September 6 th and help us kick off the year. 
Parents and kids ages 2 years old – 6th grade are invited to join us in the 
Fellowship Hall from 9:30 – 10:30am where we will have some donuts and 
juice, some crafts, and some games! This will be a great opportunity for 
students to meet their teachers for the year, see their classmates, and 
have some fun. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A fresh face for fall Sunday school curriculum  The Board of Children’s Ministry had a busy summer to say the least! 
One of the items on the top of our agenda was to research curriculum options, and come up with the 
best one for our kids. After much research, we decided to switch to a curriculum called Akaloo . Akaloo 
is published by Augsburg Fortress, and is deeply rooted in Lutheran Fundamentals that we find so 
important. We encourage you to go to www.akaloo.org  if you would like to learn more about our new 
curriculum. A big thank you goes out to all who helped with the research.  We are excited to be 
breathing new life into our Sunday school rooms! 

 
 
 

Fall Sunday School starts on September 13th! 
There will be a Bible presentation for kids in 1st – 5th grade during the 
10:45 am service that morning in church, too.  Mark your calendars! 
 

                    
 
Upcoming Events 

December 12th, 2009 – Christmas Program 
March 27th, 2010 – Easter Treasure Hunt 

August 2 – 6, 2010 – Vacation Bible School 2010 
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The neighborhood across 15th Street from our property will have two Crime Watch 
Meeting at Lord of Life in September.  Not only is this a great way to meet our 
neighbors, but the topics will be very informative.  On September 15th at 7:00 pm 
“Personal Safety” and “Property Safety” will be discussed.  On September 22nd, at 
7:00 pm, the topic will be “Identity Theft.”  These presentations will be made by the 
Crime Prevention Officer of the Plano Police Department.  The association held a 
meeting here in March, and there was very positive feedback from everyone who attended.�
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Special pre-publication prices are good until October 24, 2009.  You may view a sample of the new TLSB in the 
waiting room outside the church offices may order a copy(ies) by filling out the order form in the same location.  
Additional information is available at www.cph.org/lutheranbible.  Access interviews with the project’s editors, 
authors, and contributors at The House Channel, CPS’s new product podcast, www.cphconnect.org/podcasts.  You 
may also follow the daily Twitter feed that sends out quotes from the study notes at www.twitter.com/lutheranbible.   
 

T h e  Lutheran Study Bible (TLSB) is the most complete Study Bible ever produced for Lutheran Christians. 
Making the decision to buy a copy of TLSB when you already own a copy of the Concordia Self-Study Bible 
(CSSB) can be a bit challenging, but there are many reasons why owning The Lutheran Study Bible makes good 
sense. It's important to stress that the Concordia Self-Study Bible is not "bad"; on the contrary, the CSSB has 
served its purpose well for more than thirty years. The Lutheran Study Bible is simply a very significant 
improvement over the CSSB. Consider these impressive "upgrades." 
*TLSB was designed, researched, and developed 
from the ground up by hundreds of contributors 
including more than 27 Bible scholars, as well as 
Lutheran professors, pastors, teachers, writers, 
and editors. The CSSB was not. Its notes were 
borrowed from a non-Lutheran publishing 
company, and were lightly edited to fit Lutheran 
doctrine. 
*TLSB provides life application notes and prayers 
for every portion of the Scriptures. This guides 
readers toward a prayerful-meditative approach to 
Bible reading. The CSSB does not include 
personal application notes or devotional helps. 
*TLSB is keenly focused on equipping readers to 
understand the proper distinction between Law and 
Gospel, and to encounter all of God's Word as 
focused on Christ and our salvation in Christ. 
CSSB does not provide this kind of help in 
distinguishing Law and Gospel and lacks the same 
keen focus on Christ. 
*TLSB articles and notes address contemporary 
issues, practical needs, and concerns. The 
content also explains trends and teachings that 
are contrary to God's Word. It emphasizes true 
Biblical teaching and reaching out with the Gospel 
of Christ in all circumstances. CSSB does not 
include such real life practical commentary and 
helpful guidance. 
*TLSB provides significant quotes from many of 
the church's greatest teachers, from the periods 
of the Early Church, the Medieval and the 
Reformation era, and modern times. The CSSB 
does not offer this insight from the rich 
conversation of the whole Church through the 
ages. 

*TLSB uses a more accurate translation of the 
Bible, the English Standard Version, and it 
thoroughly reflects the teachings of the Lutheran 
Church, based on the Bible, and offers practical 
tools that equip readers to understand and apply 
the Lutheran faith to real life, and to share faith 
with others. Unlike the CSSB, the TLSB explores 
the Biblical teachings on Holy Baptism, the Lord's 
Supper, and many other topics, in a much more 
thoroughly Lutheran manner than was possible to 
do with CSSB. 
*CSSB is thirty years old and does not reflect any 
of the trends, teachings, research and findings of 
faithful scholarship in the past thirty years. For 
example, there is no mention of all the more 
recently archeological findings and discoveries that 
shed additional light on the meaning of Scripture. 
*TLSB presents a warm, 
devotional, and pastoral 
tone and quality in its 
notes, which makes 
them easier to read and 
understand.  CSSB uses 
a clinical, academic 
approach. 
*TLSB is available in a 
larger print edition. The 
CSSB comes only in a 
regular smaller print edition. 
*TLSB sets a new standard for thoroughness in 
biblical commentary and practical application, not 
only for Lutherans, but for all Christians. TLSB is 
the most thorough and in-depth study Bible 
available today. 
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The following letter was received from KIMA (Koinoneo Independent Mission Agency) in Waxahachie, Texas 
 
 
August 18, 2009 
 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  
3601 W. 15th Street 
Plano, Texas 75075-7741 
 
 
Dear Rev. John Lindner, the Board of Elders, and members of Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 
 

I want you to know how important it is to the Lord, to me and KIMA, and the work of trying to reclaim lives for Christ 
in Mexico, that you are not resisting the power of Jesus but stepping up and saying with the prophet Isaiah, "Here 
am I [use] me ". Jesus said in Matthew 28 that all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him. 
 

I read an interesting thought in a novel "The Protector" by Dee Henderson (Tyndale House Publishers, page 30).    
I would like to quote her..: She was talking. about what Christmas was really about. "It wasn't just about a baby 
in a manger, although that was what the world tried to limit it to. It was a day that began the final confrontation 
between good and evil." 
 

"Jesus had won. And in the last year Cassie (a character in the novel) had met Him. Not the soft Jesus that a 
commercialized Christmas conveyed, but a Jesus so comfortable and secure in His authority He'd come to confront 
Satan on his own turf." 
 

"Jesus had chosen to lay aside the trappings of power that were His right and come humble and approachable, a 
servant. Man saw it as weakness; Jesus did it from strength. He had arrived with nothing to prove but His Father's 
love." 
 

Because He has that power He is saying to us that we should "go, make disciples, baptize and teach;" you and 
me! What a thrill and privilege it is to take an active part in God's plan. 
 

I want to thank you for your gift of $500. The needs of KIMA keep changing as the Lord lays new challenges 
before us. I used your gift to assist the young men who are in the process of preparing for the pastoral ministry, 
lay-ministry, or deacons. The six men pictured above are all preparing for full time ministry. 
 

The need is great. The work is important. I pray that God will continue to excite you, make you feel like you are an 
important part of this battle against Satan and his struggle to wrestle souls away from God. 
Again thank you and may God bless you, your kingdom work and your family.  

Your brother in Christ, 

Norman R. Finke 

Make a Living.  Make an Impact.  You Can Do Both! 
 

Some people think it doesn’t pay (literally) to choose a career helping others.  At Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, it 
does!  As a financial representative, you’ll help others realize their financial goals while you achieve yours. 
With us, you’ll enjoy: 

·  Unlimited income potential and competitive benefits 
·  The flexibility to manage life’s demands 
·  Ongoing training and team support 
·  Finance programs to help launch your career. 

We’re a growing Fortune 500 organization committed to 
excellence in financial services and caring for others.  And, we’re committed to you.   

At Thrivent Financial, it does pay to help others.  
For more information, visit www.thrivent.com/careers, or contact: 

Amy Ciochetto, Recruiting Manager 
972-401-2080 

amy.ciochetto@thrivent.com 
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2 Ralph Krehmeyer 
2 *Fred and Ruth Bernhardt (42) 
3 Tyler Kowalke 
4 Vera Hemingway 
4 John Anderson 
5 *Francis and Evelyn Buckmeier (55) 
5 *Paul and Gay Stueckler (55) 
5 Vivian Tobaben 
6 Dave and Dee Peters (45) 
9 Frank Tumbay 
9 Judy Polgar 
9 *Gene and Susan Pittson (48) 
10 John Fey 
11 Stan Brown 
12 Susan Colles 
12 Carrie Ziegelbein 
12 *Bob and Carol Nance (39) 
12 *Dick and Vera Hemingway (62) 
15 Marian Krehmeyer 
16 Pete Ehrett 
17 Jacob Abel 
17 Eric Baker 
17 Ellen Bowen 
19 John Ehrett 
21 Angie Buckmeier 
21 Mike Scaglione 
21 *Tom and Kymberly Kuebler (19) 
23 Nora Parrent 
25 Curtis Jones 
25 *Rick and Malinda Pittson (16) 
29 Carl Carper 
30 Ardis Bang 
30 Beverly Moudy 
30 Ruth Landry 

 

 
Rachel Adcox 

Michael Beckemeier 
Ethan Hacker 
Garrett Hacker 
Eleana Hysneaj 

Ashleigh Stevens 
Connor Stoneham 

New Homebound 
Visitation Ministry 

 

     Did you know that you are a letter from Christ?  
Have you noticed the prayer list that Lord of Life has 
been publishing each week in the Sunday bulletin?  
Some of the people behind the names are 
homebound and unable to attend church services.  In 
order to make sure that all our homebound members 
are visited on a regular basis and remain in fellowship 
with the Lord and our congregation, the Board of 
Outreach is starting a new ministry, the Homebound 
Visitation Ministry.  Caring members of our 
congregation who are willing to devote an hour a 
week to thin ministry would commit to visiting our 
homebound members and be that letter from Christ 
that St. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 3:3, “You show 
that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our 
ministry, written no with ink but with the Spirit of the 
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of 
human hearts.” 
     The Board of Outreach will be hosting a workshop 
on Thursday, October 8th, 2009, in the Fellowship Hall 
at 7:00, for those of you who would like to learn more 
about this new ministry.  We ask that you please 
consider and pray about this opportunity to share 
some of your time.  If you have any questions, please 
contact a member of the Board of Outreach: 
 Jan Carper, Chairman   
 Evelyn Buckmeier   Norma Martin 
 Francis Buckmeier   Linda McVicker 
 Ruth Kun     Pam Rogers 
 

Board of Outreach Recruits 
“Greeters” 

“Good morning; welcome to Lord of Life!  We’re 
happy to have you worshiping with us today!”  So 
begins the first impression of one’s visit to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church on any given Sunday.  Someone 
may have just moved into the area, or decided to 
change churches, or was moved by some event in 
their lives to try out a church to see what this religion 
thing is all about anyway!  The Board of Outreach 
wants you to think about becoming a greeter.  It 
doesn’t matter if you’re a new member or an old 
member, it’s a great way to meet and learn who the 
members are, in addition to being that comforting first 
impression for the visitor.  Your training will involve 
spending a Sunday morning co-greeting with a 
veteran couple who can take you through the things 
to remember when greeting visitors (sign in the guest 
book, given them information if asked, etc.)  Please 
contact Linda McVicker at 469-362-3357 of the Board 
of Outreach or just look for the sign-up sheet in the 
narthex. 
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Serving in Worship in September 
 September 6, 2009 September 13, 2009 September 20, 2009 September 27, 2009 

 8:00 a.m. 
10:45 
a.m. 8:00 a.m. 

10:45 
a.m. 

8:00 
a.m. 10:45 a.m. 8:00 a.m. 10:45 a.m. 

Elder Kowalke Lutek Roberts Peters 

Common Cup         Womack Hite     

Altar Service Gay Stueckler and Nevelle Vess 

Acolyte B Lund G Abel C Peters A Belcher 
C 

Paradise 
G Abel  

M 
Prestemon 

Crucifer K Tabor G 
Kostrzewa     K Tabor A Raj     

Greeters Ehrett McVicker Martin Womack Schrank Scaglione Sparks Manning 

Readers Ehrett Womack B Nance Greer C Nance Moudy Paradise McVicker 
Children's 
Message 

    Lund 
Pastor 
Lindner 

    Peters Schutz 

Sound Tech Brian Wolf D Hite D Frinsko 
Brandon 

Wolf 
Brian 
Wolf R Pittson D Frinsko D Hite 

Ushers 
Kuebler  
Martin 

Abel 
Cruz 
Noe 

Frinsko    
Parrent  
Peters     

Carper         
Parrent 
Nance      

Berger   
Rogers       
Oltmann 

Hacker 
Schrank 

Crabtree  
Buckmeier 
 Loewecke     

Musicians  Adult Choir & 
Instrumental Ensemble 

Youth Choir Adult Choir, Children’s 
Choir, String Ensemble 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT - January - July, 2009 
ACTUAL  BUDGET VARIANCE 

RECEIPTS Regular Offerings $355,049  322,490  32,559  

Other 948  820  128  

           TOTAL RECEIPTS $355,997  $323,310  $32,687  

           TOTAL EXPENSES $330,323  $331,698  ($1,375) 

RECEIPTS OVER EXPENSES $25,674  ($8,388) $34,062  

OTHER INFORMATION 
1. General Operating Fund 
Balance $20,890  

2.  Dedicated Funds Balance $96,639  

3.  Building Note Balance $1,437,869  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

1 2 3 4 5 
 

   1:05 pm Music at 
Midday Organ 
Concert 

2:00 pm Recorder 
Ensemble 

6:00 pm Brownie Mtg 
6:00 pm Jr. Confirm. 

& Parent Mtg 
(w/dinner) 

7:00 pm Adult Choir 

 
7:00 pm  Board of 

Properties 
7:00 pm Stephen 

Ministry 
Supervisory 

 
 

  

6 
7 

 
8 9 10 11 12 

 
 
9:30 am  Rally 

Day 
10:45 am 

Sunday 
School 
Teacher 
Commisioning 

 
 

 
Labor Day 
(Office Closed) 
 

 
7:00 pm   LWML 
7:00 pm   Elders 
7:00 pm  Endowment 
   Committee 

 

9:00 am Staff Mtg. 
1:00pm Recorder 

Ensemble 
6:00pm Brownie Mtg 
6:00pm Jr. Confirm.  
6:00 pm  Brass 

Rehearsal 
7:00p Adult Choir 
 

 

7:00 pm   Board of 
Outreach 

 
 

9:00 am  
Comfort 
Makers  

 

7:00 am Men’s 
Bible 
Breakfast 
@LOL 

9:00 am  
Comfort 
Makers  

7:00 pm Empty 
Nesters Care 
Group 

13 14 
 

15 16 17 18  
Jr. Confirmation. 

Retreat 

19 
Jr. Confirmation 

Retreat 
Ch. Fall Sunday 
School Begins 
10:45 am Bible 

Presentation 
4:30 pm 

Children’s 
Choir 

5:30 pm Youth 
Choir 

 

 
6:00 pm   

Handbells 
7:00 pm   ESL 

Classes 
 
 

 
7:00 pm 

Neighborhood 
Safety Meeting 

   “Personal & 
Property Safety” 

 
 
 

1:00pm Recorder 
Ensemble 

6:00pm Brownie Mtg 
6:00pm Jr. Confirm.  
7:00pm Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm  Admin 

Council 
 

3:00 pm Music 
Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 

9:00 am  
Organists’ 
Workshop 

9:30 am Moms 
Grp 

7:00 Jeffrey 
Blersch 
Organ 
Concert 

 

20 
21 

 
22 23 24 25 26 

 
12:00 pm  Youth   

Event 
4:30 pm 

Children’s 
Choir 

 

6:00 pm  
Handbells 

7:00 pm    ESL 
Classes 

 

9:30 am   Braille 
Ministry @ 
Messiah 

7:00 pm 
Neighborhood 
Safety Meeting 

    “Identity Theft” 
7:00 pm  Endowment 
Committee 

 

1:00pm Recorder 
Ensemble 

6:00pm Brownie Mtg 
6:00pm Jr. Confirm.  
7:00pm Adult Choir 

 
 
 
 

7:00 am   Braille 
Ministry @ 
Messiah 

 
 

9:00 am  
Comfort 
Makers  

 

6:30 pm  Mixed 
Blessings 
Care Group 

27 
 

5:30 pm  Youth 
Choir 

28 
 
6:00 pm  

Handbells 
7:00 pm    ESL 

Classes 
 

29 30 
 

1:00pm Recorder 
Ensemble 

6:00pm Brownie Mtg 
6:00pm Jr. Confirm.  
7:00pm Adult Choir 
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